
H . E . A . R . T . H .
Interactive heartbeat installation 

This project received support from The Canada Council for the Arts and a residency at OBORO, Montréal, Canada

It premiered at the Made in Cloister Foundation, Naples, Italy, December 2022

by Li Alin



SYN O PS I S

2 participants sit in the center 
of a drum circle

An earclip 
senses the
heartbeat 

The drums 
play the beat

Software will convert the heart-rate data into pulses that trigger the motors to hit the drums. Over a few minutes, while the participants 
listen to the beating bass drums, their heart rates should slowly synchronize, influenced by each other’s rhythms.



Made in Cloister Foundation, Naples, Italy, December 2022

E X P E R I E N C E The synchronization of the hearts



VI D EO  E X TR AC TS
YOUTUBE PLAYLIST  
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLc2KuA2COJyF3taiPla5M60jgG5jmD1Hp
H.E.A.R.T.H. clips - Foundation Made in Cloister

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLc2KuA2COJyF3taiPla5M60jgG5jmD1Hp


Length of experiment: unlimited

Mounting time: 8 hours
Unmounting time: 4 hours

TEC H N I CAL  R I D E R

Provided by the venue
Transport
Accomodation
Fee

For the installation:
8 KICKDRUMS (without pedals)
1 power line (min 15 AMPS)
1 Regulated DC power supply (min 15 VOLTS, 15 AMPS)
2 comfortable chairs
1 small table

Provided by Li Alin 

8 mounted robots
8 drum sticks
8 arduino control cards
2 sensors boxes
1 ethernet router
1 computer
All necessary cabling



H.E.A.R.T.H. performance

Guest musicians can be invited to play 
with the heartbeat of the participants.

The initial guest musician was Greg Smith
for the performances at the Foundation Made 
in Cloister, December 2022.

More on Greg Smith
https://nesthetik.com/gs-69/index.html

PO SS I B LE  E X TR A S

https://nesthetik.com/gs-69/index.html


H.E.A.R.T.H. drawings

Large scales drawings on the 
H.E.A.R.T.H. theme

Portfolio available on demand

PO SS I B LE  E X TR A S



H.E.A.R.T.H. vinyls

100 unique album covers with original ink 
drawings

Concept album - 3 life phases:
our arrival, life and departure

Side A 

We arrive 
(fœtus & mother heartbeat) 
music and lyrics by Li Alin

We live 
(2 heartbeats in synchronization)
lyrics by Li Alin 
collaboration with Greg Smith

Side B

We leave 
(the heart eventually stops)
music and lyrics by Li Alin

LISTEN ON BANDCAMP
https://lialin1.bandcamp.com/album/h-e-a-r-t-h

PO SS I B LE  E X TR A S

https://lialin1.bandcamp.com/album/h-e-a-r-t-h


Li Alin, born in Montreal, is a Canadian and French interdisciplinary artist. 
She worked with, among others: Société of Art and Technologies (Montréal), 
Recombinant Media Labs, (San Francisco), Parc d’Aventures Scientifiques 
(Mons), European Media Arts Festival (Osnabrück), Inter Society for Electronic 
Arts (Paris), Festival du nouveau cinéma (Montréal), ZKM, Center for Arts and 
New Medias (Karlsruhe), and the Canadian Cultural Centre (Paris).

Her first new media art project; Eugenie a notorious Internet sperm bank was 
supported by the Canada Council for the Arts and the Cultural Center of the 
Canadian Embassy in Paris (1996). For 20 years, she has reflected on the 
topic of new technologies of human reproduction by using different mediums 
(performances, installations, novels, poetry, music and videos) to create new 
narrations and conceptions on the subject and therefore to reach new audi-
ences.

The cycle on human reproduction was closed by the creation of Enter Me To-
night (EMT) a Virtual Reality installation (2016). First published as a book, EMT 
is also taking form in sculptures, prints, and a series of reading-performances 
presented in galleries and art centers worldwide. The VR installation EMT has 
been presented at the Haus der Elektronischen Künste in Basel, at Cynetart in 
Dresden, at REpublica in Berlin and Digifest in Toronto amongst others.

Her next VR installation V.DREAM, received a grant from The Canada Coun-
cil for the Arts and opened up a new cycle on perception, reality, and dreams 
(2018). V.DREAM is a laboratory for inducing lucid dreaming using Virtual 
Reality. It was internationally premiered at the Digital Art Biennial in Montreal 
and presented among others at the Digital Arts Biennial in Marseille, Temps 
d’images in Düsseldorf at the Geneva International Film Festival and at the 
Recombinant Festival in San Francisco.

Her latest work H.E.A.R.T.H supported by the Canada Council for the Art and 
a residency at Oboro, is an interactive sound installation. Heartbeats from two 
visitors are monitored and amplified by drums, creating a constantly changing 
polyrhythmic soundtrack until their heartbeats eventually synchronize into a 
single pulse. This installation complete the trilogy on evolution strategies. It has 
premiered at the fondation Made in Cloister, December 2022, in Naples, Italy.

www.lialin.net

B I O  Li  ALI N

photo © Luciano Ferrara

http://www.lialin.net


Il Matino, December 10th 2022
H.E.A.R.T.H. at the Foundation Made in Cloister, Naples, Italy

P R ESS



PHOTOS

P R ESS
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Since 1995, my transdisciplinary production deals 
with energy transfers and their singular qualities. 
From one medium to another, through reality and 
the virtual, from one body to another, what is gained, 
what is lost? How are the particular states of matter 
transferred and perceived?

As a little girl, I used to read my father’s science 
fiction books. I didn’t understand it all but learned a 
valuable lesson; Languages create possible worlds 
and project them into our mind. Sometimes, they are 
transformed in realities by multiple means.

By using different mediums - virtual reality, interac-
tive sound and video installation, printed narrative, 
drawings and performed music - multiple portals of 
perception are opened for the public to engage in. 

The first cycle Enter Me Tonight was on human 
reproduction, the second V.DREAM on our brain, the 
commander and the possible lucid dreamer and now 
H.E.A.R.T.H. concentrates on our heart, our primary 
beat, our connectedness, synchronicity and love 
possibilities.

ARTI ST  AB STR AC T



li@lialin.net
www.lialin.net

Our hearts beat together

http://www.lialin.net

